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Stewardship Fund  
Sponsorship Opportunities  

Sponsorship Commitment 
 
Please check the desired sponsorship level  
 

___ Platinum  $20,000 and above 
___  Gold   $10,000 to $19,999 
___ Silver   $  5,000 to $  9,999 
___ Bronze  $  1,000 to $  4,999 
___ Copper  $     500 to $    999 
 

___ I would like to make a general contribution in the amount of       ________________ 

___ I would like to make an in-kind contribution of services/goods, please call contact person listed. 

 

Team Participation Commitment 
 
___ Yes, my business wants to send a team to participate in a Rouge Rescue site.  
 
 
Name:  

Title:  

Business/Company:  

Address  

City/State/Zip:  

Email  

Phone  

Company Website  

 
 
For coordination of company participation in the Rouge Rescue, who is responsible for company 
logos, marketing questions, and or employee team coordination?  
. 
Name Phone Type of Support (Marketing, etc.) 

   

   

   

 
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Hanna, Operations Director (313) 792-9900. 
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Rouge River Watershed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rouge Watershed Facts 
 
The Rouge River has four main branches – the Main, Upper, Middle and Lower. 
 
These branches total 126 miles of river. 
 
The watershed drains 467 square miles of land. 
 
The watershed communities are home to nearly 1.5 million people. 
 
Forty-seven units of government are located within the watershed. 
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About Friends of the Rouge 

Friends of the Rouge (FOTR) is a local non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
restoration and stewardship of the Rouge River through education and citizen involvement.  
Since 1986, the organization has encouraged residents to become directly involved in cleaning 
up and restoring their streams.  FOTR program participants achieve a sense of "ownership" of 
their streams and the watershed.  FOTR’s programs target K-12 students through the Rouge 
Education Project as well as the general public through our Public Involvement Programs. 

 
Rouge Education Project 

 
The Rouge Education Project began in 1987 with 16 high 
schools participating in the first year. Now, over two decades 
later, the program reaches an average of 50 elementary, 
middle and high schools each year, throughout the Rouge 
River watershed. Classes that participate with the project 
monitor the health of the Rouge River via chemical testing, 
physical surveys, and biological sampling. After collecting river 
data during either fall or spring monitoring day, students submit 
it to Friends of the Rouge via the internet. The data is made 
available to participating schools and interested residents. The 
program concludes with an annual Student Congress event, 
where all of the schools that participated in the program are 

invited to come and present their findings to one another. Student presentations are important, 
as the program challenges them to think about what affects water quality at their site.  
 

Schoolyard Habitat Program 
 
The Schoolyard Habitat Program began as a pilot project in 
2007 with the goal of creating outdoor classrooms for 
schools located in the Rouge River watershed. The focus of 
the program is to demonstrate to students the beauty and 
benefit of native plant species not only as providers of 
habitat, but as filters for storm water runoff.  Schools in the 
program receive funding, technical assistance, and the 
support of Friends of the Rouge staff.  An open application 
process is offered in November and three schools are 
selected each year for the program.  
 
 
 
 
Educating the youth of today about the health of their local rivers and the importance of 
local habitats is key to ensuring our communities remain environmentally sustainable 
into the future. 
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Public Involvement Programs 
 

Rouge Rescue 
 

Rouge Rescue began in 1986 as a way to get 
residents out to the river to physically clean it 
up and to build support for restoring the 
health of the river.  Every year, on the first 
Saturday in June, more than 2,000 volunteers 
participate at 25-30 sites throughout the 
metropolitan area. 
 
As the health of the river improves, Rouge 
Rescue activities have expanded beyond 
simply removing debris.  Our activities now 
include efforts to stabilize eroding stream 
banks with woody debris and vegetation, 
planting rain gardens that use storm water as 
a resource, maintaining trails along the river, 
and a variety of other activities that focus on 
river restoration. 

 
It is important for all communities in the Rouge River Watershed to continue to support 
the progress we’ve made…both upstream and downstream….   
 
Involvement Opportunities: Local 
communities and businesses can organize 
teams to participate at Rouge Rescue sites. 
 
 
 

River Restoration Program 
 

Through workshops and hands-on 
demonstration projects, FOTR educates 
residents about how to take care of the land 
along the river in a way that improves water 
and habitat quality.  Projects include native 
buffer plantings, rain gardens, soft soil 
bioengineering, invasive plant removal and 
woody debris management.   
 
Friends of the Rouge can provide consultative services on how to improve water quality 
through native landscaping and streambank stabilization projects.  
 
Involvement Opportunities: Local communities and businesses can organize teams to 
participate in a variety of river restoration activities. 
  
  



University of Michigan-Dearborn, 4901 Evergreen Road, 220 ASC, Dearborn, MI  48128   
(313) 792-9900 www.therouge.org 

9/4/08    Page 5 

 
 

Volunteer Monitoring 
 

Friends of the Rouge trains hundreds of volunteers each year to survey wetlands for frogs and 
toads and streams for benthic macroinvertebrates (commonly know as “bugs”).  Due to the high 
quality standards maintained in FOTR’s data collection, state and local agencies accept FOTR 
monitoring data.  Monitoring results are currently being used by Rouge communities to meet 
storm water permitting requirements. 

 Rouge Frog and Toad Survey 
 
The Rouge Frog and Toad Survey is a simple 
listening survey in which volunteers are trained to 
identify calls of breeding frogs and toads that live in 
the Rouge River watershed.  Volunteers sign up to 
survey a block near their home on warm nights 
March through July.  Results are compiled and 
mapped to track the health of wetlands which are 
critical to the health of the watershed. 
 
Every year, 200-400 people attend workshops and 

as many as 600 people participate in the monitoring program.   Many families participate 
together.  
 
The health of a community is determined by the health of its environment.  Keeping an 
eye on the health of our wildlife helps us keep an eye on the health of our community. 
 
Involvement Opportunities:  Surveyors are needed each year and must attend a two hour 
workshop held annually in February and March. 
 

Rouge Bug Hunts 
 
Bug Hunts are group sampling events in which 
volunteers sample stream sites in teams.  Each 
team visits two sites and searches for clams, 
snails, aquatic insects and other creatures that 
live in the streambed.  The type and number of 
organisms found are used to assess the health of 
the stream. Results are submitted to the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality which uses 
the data to screen for potential water quality 
concerns. 
 
Bug hunts are held in the spring and fall and a 
winter stonefly search is held in January.  As many as 100 people participate in each of these 
events. 
 
Keeping an eye on even the smallest of organisms in our watershed helps us keep an 
eye on the health of the community as a whole. 
 
Involvement Opportunities:  1) Volunteers for monitoring days; 2) Team Leaders willing to 
undergo training to lead a team on monitoring days 


