
 

 

 

Each spring, Friends of the Rouge, in partnership with communities and other organizations 
throughout the Rouge, brings volunteers together from across the watershed to work toward the 
common goal of improving the Rouge River for generations to come. This annual event, known as 
Rouge Rescue, began in 1986 with volunteers removing 
large quantities of trash from the river.  As river sites       
improved, public perception of the river shifted away from 
the thought that the river was just an open sewer and a 
place to dump trash.  Today, much of the event is focused 
on river restoration and volunteers also work to remove 
invasive plants from the river corridor, install native     
plantings and stabilize stream banks to improve the health 
of the river. 

Rouge Rescue attracted 1,400 volunteers who participated in river cleanup and stewardship activities at 

36 work sites in 20 municipalities.  Activities were scheduled on multiple dates.  The main event was held 

on Saturday May 30.  Twenty-nine (29) sites worked on this date.  Four sites worked early (E.L. Johnson 

Nature Center 5/2, Holliday Nature Preserve 5/9, Cranbrook    

Institute of Science 5/14 and Hoover Elementary/Dynamite Park 

5/21).  Three sites worked on June 6 (Linden Park, AISIN/

Northville Twp. and Beech Woods Recreation Center).  Three new 

sites joined in the effort (Rouge Valley Parkway in northwest   

Detroit, AISIN Corporate Headquarters in Northville Twp. and 

Lawrence Technological University in Southfield).  We welcomed 

six new site coordinators who lead or co-lead a work site for the 

first time in 2015.  New coordinators are noted in the site details 

section of this report. 

 

We sincerely thank all who participated in the event.  We are especially 

thankful for our site coordinators for their hard work and dedication.  

They are integral to Rouge Rescue.  Their actions surely have inspired 

others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more.   

 

Promoting restoration and stewardship of the Rouge River since 1986 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wƻǳƎŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ ǘ-shirt graphic was created by  our Rouge Rescue Intern, Dana Wloch.  The 

image demonstrates what we are all working forτa clean and healthy river teaming with life.  

Volunteers at the Henry Ford Estate Fair Lane show off a pile bags 

they filled with garlic mustard.   

Hoover Elementary Students plant    

a rain garden in Wayne. 



 

 

We also could not do this good work without the support of our 

corporate sponsors, many of whom also coordinated projects for 

their employees or sent a team to an existing work site.  We are 

grateful for the support and awesome work that was completed  

by the following entities ITC, Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family 

Foundation, Consumers Energy, Bosch, Denso International   

America, Quicken Loans, AISIN, AK Steel, Marine Pollution Control 

and more.  Please refer to the last page of this report for a       

complete list of sponsors. 

 

What were volunteers working on? 

For the second year in a row, and second time in the history of Rouge Rescue, more sites worked to control 

invasive plants than cleaned up trash, as shown in Table 1.  (Pretty impressive for an event that started as a 

river cleanup event.) Nineteen sites cleaned up trash.  Fifteen sites installed native plantings.  Ten sites    

managed woody debris in the river.  Six sites organized educational  activities.  Four sites maintained trails.   

 

What work was accomplished? 

A summary of the work completed during Rouge Rescue 2015 is provided in 

Table 2. 

 

Trash removal:  Volunteers removed 110 cubic yards of trash from 44 acres.  

The bulk of the trash reported was miscellaneous paper, wrappers and    

bottles.  Large debris removed was down a bit from past events; 7 tires and 

1 appliance and were reported.  Fort the first time in the history of Rouge 

Rescue there were no shopping carts removed from the river.  Large debris 

cleaned up by volunteers included construction debris, carpet (30 yards), a 

mattress, TV, garbage cans (2), construction barricade, bowling ball, part of 

a wood bridge, concrete items, golf balls, plywood and a couple of homeless encampments. 

 

Invasive removal:  Two hundred thirty (230) cubic yards of invasive 

plants were removed from 36 acres during Rouge Rescue 2015.  

DŀǊƭƛŎ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘΣ 5ŀƳŜΩǎ ǊƻŎƪŜǘΣ ƘƻƴŜȅǎǳŎƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳŎƪǘƘƻǊƴ ǿŜǊŜ 

the most common species volunteers worked to control.   

 

Plantings:  Volunteers planted nearly 2,230 native flowers and 

grasses and 85 trees and shrubs.  The types of plantings installed or 

enhanced were native demonstration gardens (6), rain gardens (3), 

riparian buffers (3) and tree plantings (3). 

Table 1:  Site Participation by        
Activity 

Activity # Sites 

Invasive plant removal  21 

Trash removal 19 

Native plantings 15 

Woody debris         
management 10 

Educational activities 6 

Trail maintenance 4 

Table 2: Quantity and Type of Items             
Removed/Planted 

Item Qty 

Trash removedτcu. yds. 110 

    Tires  7 

    Shopping carts  0 

    Furniture & appliances  1 

    Vehicles  0 

Invasive plants removedτcu. yds. 230 

Native Plants Installed   

    Flowers/grasses  2,230 

    Trees/shrubs  85 

An army of volunteers from Quicken Loans worked hard to cleanup 

trash and remove invasive plants in Rouge Park.   



 

 

Other:  Volunteers maintained 3,140 lineal feet of trail.  Twenty log 

jams were cleaned and opened using the WDM 101 Clean and Open 

Method.  Additional activities organized by work sites were           

birdhouse building, storm drain stenciling, mercury thermometer 

exchange, benthic macroinvertebrate education, history tours, and 

nature walks. 

 

What is the impact to the river? 

Trash removal:  Most of the trash picked up by volunteers during 

wƻǳƎŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿǊŀǇǇŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 

been properly disposed of or trash that has been carelessly tossed on the ground.  Wind blows these items 

over land until they get stuck somewhere, which is often in taller vegetation or a lake or stream.  Rain water 

washes small trash from streets and parking lots to the river through storm sewers.  Trash is also discharged 

into the river when combined sewers overflow.  You can 

help reduce this waste by placing trash in a secure container 

with a tight fitting lid and never littering.     

 

After 29 years of engaging people in cleaning up trash we 

now see less dumping along the river.  The river looks more 

attractive and has become a wonderful place to recreate 

close to home.   

 

Invasive plant removal:  Invasive plant removal has become 

a large part of Rouge Rescue.  This work may be less glamorous or as exciting as jumping in the river to       

remove a mattress or a sofa but it is important work.   

 

According to the Utah State Extension, invasive species are the second 

leading cause of species extinction and loss of biodiversity in aquatic    

habitats throughout the world.  Invasive species: 

¶ Displace or otherwise harm native species 

¶ Alter ecosystem processes 

¶ Reduce biodiversity 

¶ Cause illnesses in animals and humans  

¶ Cause severe economic impacts 

¶ Reduce property values 

 

A publication of MSU Extension, Phragmites, invasions harm riparian property values: Part1, documents 

harm to property values and ecosystems by damaging infrastructure and limiting access to water and         

The amount of trash removed during 

Rouge Rescue 2015 would fill nearly 6 

garbage trucks.  Invasive plant material 

removed would fill nearly 12 garbage 

trucks! 

Denso Associates and volunteers from the community pull garlic mustard in 

the Berberian Woods Nature Preserve in Southfield.  

A kayaker startles a great blue heron in a stand of 

invasive phragmities.  Behind the phragmities is    

another aggressive invaderτTree-of-Heaven.   

https://drive.google.com/a/therouge.org/file/d/0B6xFIROG5lwBLUJoLUp4bUJtYWs/view
https://drive.google.com/a/therouge.org/file/d/0B6xFIROG5lwBLUJoLUp4bUJtYWs/view
http://extension.usu.edu/waterquality/htm/whats-in-your-water/invasive-species
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/phragmites_invasions_harm_riparian_property_values_part_1

