Rain gardens absorb rain,
avert it from Rouge River tributaries

Jo and Duff Michowski were the first residents in the City of Morthville to
work with Friends ol the Rouge (FOTR) 1o install a rain g.lrdl.'l'l on their
fromg lvwn at 350 Eaton Prrive on Juse 2, 2019, with |:r|.'||.l I'-I'-i"IHI'I-:'I!‘II'Ib’L"'h
and FOTR volunteers

Matthew Bertrand, restoration cosndinator and |.:|1;|'-.-|.'.]|.1|.' dl.'hlph'r
with Friends of the Rouge {(FOTR) and Beth Rowley, lindscape designer
with Atlas Cutdoors, d..'iignl_'d the Michowski's ram ]_:ﬂl'dl.'rl. and :'I'\."JI."L'J
them select the plants and materials (o construct it Due toa grant, the
homeowners enly had to pay for half the cost af the materials, which
incheded plants, landscaping bricks, mudch, compost, and a catch basin to
retain and release excess water

The grant was made by the Michigan Department of Environmental
Cuuality’s {since renamed EGLE) Nonpoint Source Program by the LIS
Enwironmental Protection Agency,

“The whole process coubdn’t have been casier, thunderstorm delays
notwithstanding,” noted Jo Michowski,

The Michowskis wanted to put their landscape to work to help
solve problems with flooding. Dhuring major storms in prior years, their
neighborhood had heavy flooding, Much of that excess water ends up in
basernents, sidewalks and streets, Their 100 squane-foot rain garden has
extremely sandy soil and can soak up more than 500 gallons of water in a
one-inch storm.

Maimtenance of a rain garden is similar to a typical garden. [t can be
constructed 10 be low, medium or high mamtenance. Plants must be able
tor torlerate Hooding for no more than 48 hours and akso withstand droaght
I a1 }:l.'J."l'\- Gin |.|l'||.'| I:ll.' Uﬁfd.

Eighteen demonstration rain gardens were built from 20135 to 2019
withrthegrant = hatf are-residential-and the rest anecommunity-based,
such as at schools and churches. Other rin gardens were installed at
Salern Township Hall and Moraine Elementary School in Northwville
Townshap. Those rain gardens and the Michowskis keep rain water

The Michawakis rata garden captures 500 palloss of water per heaney ratafall,

from flooding and pelluting Johnson Creek. With each rainfall, a typical
residential rin garden absorbs upwards of 1,000 gallons of water while a
community rain garden absorbs more than 4,000 gallons,

"Prople often think that heavy industry is the biggest source of
pollution to the Rouge. but the number one problem is too much polhsted
run-off water during major storms. The flood waters also canry poflutants,
such as metals and oils from our cars,” said Bertrand. Food waters disrupt
creeks and rivers, destabilize banks and threaten private property.

."'n]ll:u:lug‘l'l .:ddl'.l.-i‘:u‘..ﬂgm‘. FIONEY 15 Nl assured, Bertrand 5 'I'."I.‘IIJI.'JI.II'I!:
people how 1o build their own rain gardens through the Master Rain
Gardener Trainang Program. The goal s to bald 1000 ran gardens in the
Rouge River watershed by 2025 A free, self-guided version of the course
wsing recordings of past classes is avallable online at TheRouge.ong/
master-rain ;.u’-l-n'l'u.':'. This website also contaims a FOF of native |l|.1r|t:-.
shras, trees and Bowers that are well suited for 2 rain yn|;‘1;..||c:uh:;m‘.|l‘|l
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